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ORDERGRANTING
MOTION FORPAPER
PROCEEDING

This mattercomesbeforethePublic ServiceCommissionof SouthCarolina(the

Commission)by way of aMotion by BellSouthTelecommunications,Inc. (BellSouth)to

cancelthehearingin this docketandrenderadecisionon thebasisof thepaperrecordas

it currentlyexists. Pursuantto OrderNo. 2002-77,the Commissionrequiredasix-month

review of BellSouth'sperformancedataandthe IncentivePenaltyPlan. Thereafter,the

CommissionorderedthattheTier OnePenaltyregardingtheChangeControlProcessand

tile CommissionStaff's proposedmediationprocessalso be addressedduring the six-

monthreviewhearing.

The six-monthreview hearingwasscheduledfor April 2, 2003. On March 25,

2003, BellSouth filed a Motion for the Commissionto cancelthe scheduledhearingin

this docketandto rendera decisionon the basisof thepaperrecord. The groundsfor

BellSouth'sMotion arethat on March5, 2003,BellSouthpre-filed the direct testimony

and exhibits of its witnessesin accordancewith the Order Establishing Pre-Filing

Deadlinesthat was enteredin this docket. On March 19,2003, the CommissionStaff

pre-filed thedirect testimonyandexhibitsof its witnessesin accordancewith the Order.
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No otherpersonor entity haspre-filed testimonyor exhibits in this docket. BellSouth

alsostatedthatit wouldnot be filing anyrebuttaltestimonyor exhibits,which meantthat

nosurrebuttaltestimonyor exhibitswouldbepre-filed.

BellSouth also recommendedthat the Commissionallow the parties to submit

briefson thebasisof therecordasit currentlyexists,andrenderits decisionon thebasis

of this record. Further,BellSouth also requestedthat any party that objectedto this

approachfile a copyof suchobjectionandserveit uponall partiesof recordassoonas

possible.

We have reviewed BellSouth's Motion. The Commission finds that

comprehensivepre-filed testimonyandexhibitshavebeenfiled by thepartieswho chose

to prefile testimonyandexhibits. Further,adversepartieshavenot filed documentation

in oppositionto the paperproceeding. When motionsfor a paperproceedingare filed

with theCommission,we reviewtheserequestson acase-by-casebasis. Upon reviewof

BellSouth'sMotion,we find thatnopartyhasfiled anobjectionto a paperproceedingin

this docket. We thereforefind that a paperproceedingin this docketis reasonableand

we grant BellSouth's Motion. Partieswho seekto file proposedbriefs and/or orders

regardingthe six-monthreview must file thesedocumentswith the Commissionon or

beforeMay 20, 2003.
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This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Mignon L. Clyburn, Chairman

ATTEST:

(SEAL)


